The New Consumer Web Resource  --  Hospital Compare

You may be hearing about your “hospital’s numbers” that patients will have access to via the Internet.  These numbers may be found on Hospital Compare by visiting www.hospitalcompare.hhs.gov or www.medicare.gov after April 1, 2005.  The numbers on Hospital Compare are quality measures for your hospital.  This website is a partnership of the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS), hospitals, national accreditors and consumer groups. The site will be similar to Nursing Home Compare and Home Health Compare sites that are currently available from CMS.

Over the last several years, hospitals nationwide have voluntarily provided quality-of-care information on myocardial infarction, heart failure and community-acquired pneumonia.  These figures have been tabulated quarterly and compiled into a user-friendly format and made available for the public on the Internet at the www.medicare.gov website. In the future, CMS will work to increase the number of quality indicators that are included in this report.

Again, it is important to remember the information included in these reports is submitted voluntarily  and is an example of your hospital’s commitment to quality.  The quality measure data will allow the public to look objectively at data submitted by your hospital; increasing their ability to select hospitals based upon quality of care. 

The CMS reported information is available by state and city and allows comparison of hospitals for the following indicators:

Heart Attack (AMI) Care       
   Heart Failure Care  


Pneumonia Care
-ACE Inhibitor for LVSD
   -ACE inhibitor for LVSD

-Initial Antibotic 

-Aspirin at arrival

   -Assessment of Left



Timing

-Aspirin at discharge


Ventricular function

-Oxygen assessment

-Beta blocker on arrival





-Pneumococcal 

-Beta blocker on discharge






vaccine

