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The Nebraska  Medical Center  
Receives State’s  

First Joint Commission Certifications  
for Heart Failure and Heart Attack 

  

 OMAHA, Neb. -- The Nebraska Medical Center's Congestive Heart Failure program and 

Acute Myocardial Infarction program each have received "Gold Seal of Approval" certification 

from The Joint Commission making these services the first and only nationally certified 

programs of their kind in the state of Nebraska.  

 Nationwide, The Nebraska Medical Center is one of thirteen hospitals to be certified in the 

treatment of Acute Myocardial Infarction (Heart Attack), and one of 29 hospitals to be certified 

in the treatment of Heart Failure.  These certifications are based on an organization’s utilization 

of best practices, compliance with rigorous nationally approved standards as well as 

demonstration of superior outcomes. 

    “One of the goals of our Cardiovascular Services is to become a Cardiac Center of 

Excellence,” says Julie Lazure, RN, BSN, director of Cardiovascular Services. “These 

certifications are important to The Nebraska Medical Center because they demonstrate that our 

organization has processes in place to meet the high quality standards that the Joint Commission 

has established for the treatment of Heart Failure and Acute Myocardial Infarction.  It also 

demonstrates that we are committed to differentiate ourselves by providing the highest quality 

care to our patients.” 

    The heart failure clinic follows hundreds of patients each month using a multi-disciplinary 

approach to care that follows patients through their entire disease process from prevention to 

heart transplantation. The Nebraska Medical Center has the only CMS certified heart 

transplantation program in the state and staffs the state's only certified heart failure specialist and 

certified heart transplant surgeon. 
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 Joint Commission standards address an organization’s level of performance in key 

functional areas, such as patient rights, patient treatment and infection control. The standards 

focus not simply on an organization’s ability to provide safe, high quality care, but on its actual 

performance as well.  Medical centers that meet these performance expectations are more likely 

to experience positive outcomes. The Joint Commission develops its standards in consultation 

with health care experts, providers, measurement experts, purchasers and consumers. 
 
 

 
 
 
With a reputation for excellence, innovation and extraordinary patient care, The Nebraska Medical Center 

has earned J.D. Power and Associates’ Hospital of Distinction award two consecutive years.  It also received the 
2006 Consumer Choice Award, a mark of patient satisfaction as selected by healthcare consumers and has achieved 
Magnet recognition status for nursing excellence, as well as the Award of Progress from the state of Nebraska’s 
Edgerton Quality Awards Program.  As the teaching hospital for the University of Nebraska Medical Center, this 
689 licensed bed academic medical center has an international reputation for providing solid organ and bone 
marrow transplantation services and is well known nationally and regionally for its oncology, neurology and 
cardiology programs.  The Nebraska Medical Center can be found online at www.nebraskamed.com 
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